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Background 

The search of spice initiated many expeditions to find the most effective and productive route 
in spice trade. Those expeditions did not only find the origin of spice producer, but also set up 
colonies and even new continents. The route became significant because along the route, many 
nations collide and left many legacies of life that exist until today. Some of these legacies are 
still exist with certain outstanding universal values, both to the countries and to the whole 
world. These irreplaceable values that can be found in many countries along the spice route 
show the wealth of world heritage that needs to be recognized and preserved. 

To simplify the long history of maritime trade routes, we classify it into at least 4 significant 
eras, that is: 

1. Trading and cultural exchange under the Monsoon (up to 15th century) 



 
Figure 1. Maritime Spice route up to 15th century1 

Maritime Spice Route, also known as Maritime Silk Routes, the routes are linking Asia with 
Europe. To the north of Indonesia it stretches from South China region through South China Sea 
to the archipelago. To the west the route from Maluku (Moluccas) archipelago through Indian 
Ocean to Middle East, then crosses the Mediterranean Sea to Europe.  Apart from the exchange 
of commodities, another important output is the cultural exchange: insight into foreign people 
with their customs, language, art, and knowledge. The trading ports along the Maritime Spice 
Road becoming hubs for global relationship.2 
 

2. The rise of cosmopolitan trading and culture (15-17th century) 
The fall of Byzantium in 1453 made the spice trade in the Mediterranean region controlled by 
the Ottoman Empire, which imposed heavy taxes on this commodity. European traders felt 
aggrieved by this problem, and then looked for direct route to reach the Spice Islands, which at 
that time was a secret. The first European country to seek the route was the Portuguese, which 
sailed along the west coast of Africa to India, Malacca, and then arrived in Maluku (Moluccas), 
while Spain sailed westward towards the American continent to reach Maluku from the Pacific 
Ocean. The British and Dutch then sailed using the Portuguese route around Africa to India and 
Maluku. By this time, developing European outposts had formed a network around the Indian 
Ocean, bringing immense wealth to their home countries and fueling the colonization of any 
territories deemed suitable for spices. The lanes of ships from Europe formed a kind of network 
in the oceans like never before.3 

 
1 (source: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Ancient-main-spice-trade-routes_fig2_304907737) 

2 (https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/what-are-spice-routes, download 2020-12-09) 

3 (https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-hccc-worldhistory2/chapter/portuguese-explorers/download2020-12-
19). 



                                                 
Figure 2. Portuguese shipping routes to the Spice Islands: Moluccas 4 

 
Figure 3. Spanish shipping route to the Spice Islands: Moluccas 5 

 
3. The advent of modern trading and culture (17-20th century) 

Pepper imports to Europe reached a rate of more than 5,700 metric tons per year by the end of 
seventeenth century, but these levels were not maintained, and annual imports fluctuated 
from 2,700 to 5,300 metric tons per year in the eighteenth century. Pepper enjoyed increased 
demand in Asia and lower prices and margins in Europe, and the monopolized spices (with the 
exception of cinnamon), had become ordinary commodities. The growing trade in other more 
profitable Asian commodities such as silk and cotton textiles, led to a relative decline in the 
spices trade to Europe. The successful diversion of spice production by other colonial powers 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries contributed to the increased supply of spices. 
Zanzibar eventually overtook the Indonesian Archipelago in production of cloves.  
In the twentieth century, spices and its trade encountered depressed prices. After 
decolonization, the independent spice-producing states have tried to develop niche or brand 
markets in order to differentiate and obtain higher prices for their products. Although spices no 

 
4 (source: https://www.piccantino.com/info/magazine/what-was-the-spice-route) 

5 (source: https://www.britannica.com/topic/spice-trade) 



longer provoke wars, the modern spice trade is still important as a foreign-exchange earner and 
domestic income for people in the countries where they are produced.6 
 
4. The future of contemporary culture and global trading  (20th century-future) 

 
The development of contemporary culture especially hospitality industry, along with a 
preference for ready-to-eat and ready-to-drink products, is one of the important factors driving 
the growth of the spice market nowadays. In addition, there is a growing trend among 
consumers to try innovative rich-flavored dishes; which are prepared using a variety of spices. 
Spices are also used as a natural preservative to limit microbial activity and maintain the quality 
of meat and poultry products. 
The increasing health awareness among consumers is a major growth driver of the spice 
market. Spices are rich in antioxidants and have many medicinal properties, as they are used to 
treat various ailments. The increasing preference for exotic cuisines and organic ingredients, in 
line with increasing consumers spending on food and beverages is projected further to drive 
the market. 7  

 

This academic forum aims to expand these remarkable values that can be found in many 
countries along the spice route and confront it with the challenges and progress of times; its 
challenges and opportunities in the present time and in the future. 
 
Topics related (but not limited) for conference:  
- Arts & Design 
- History 
- Cultures 
- Education 
- Language  
- Economy 
- Medicine 
- Cultural heritages, tangible and intangible  
- Cross Disciplines 
 

We also invite participants who prefers to share their thoughts in any other media such as 
posters, photography essays, or short videos regarding to the topic above to be presented in 
the forum.  The organizing committee will provide a certain platform for such medias instead of 
academic paper.  

 
 

6 (https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/news-wires-white-papers-and-books/spices-and-spice-trade, download 
2020-12-19). 

7 (https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EUM0000000002343/full/html?skipTracking=true). 
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Call for papers time schedules: 

Abstract Paper/Posters/Photography Essays/Video submission: 14 March 2021 

Paper/Posters/Photography Essays/Video submission: 21 May 2021 

Paper/Posters/Photography Essays/Video approval: 28 May 2021 

 

International forum: 15-16 June 2021 

The abstract should be with 200 words                                                                                                   
The full paper should have about 3,000 words, completed with abstracts and key words. 

Abstract and  full paper submission through: http://artmaranatha.net/ 

 
The selected papers will be published as book chapter. The publisher is being perused. 

(We also invite participants who prefers to share their thoughts in any other media such as 
posters, photography essays, or short videos regarding to the topic above to be presented in 
the forum.  The organizing committee will provide a certain platform for such medias instead of 
academic paper.)   
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Elizabeth Susanti, Ph.D.  email: SRIF@gmail.com, Mobile phone with WA : +62 82119779818 


